
‘Sympoietic’ describes something produced by collective creation or organization, where 
multiple entities create and sustain a system together, rather than through self-creation.
The term comes from the Greek words sún (together) and poíēsis (making or producing)
and is contrasted with "autopoietic" systems, which are self-making. Sympoiesis emphasizes 
interdependence and the idea that nothing exists in a vacuum but is part of a larger, 
interconnected whole. 

Key Aspects of Sympoiesis

• Collective Creation: 

The core idea is that things are made or produced together by multiple, diverse actors or 

elements. 

• Interdependence: 

It highlights the rich interdependence of individuals and systems, where each part contributes 

to and relies on the others. 

• Openness: 

Sympoietic systems have loosely defined boundaries and are structurally open, allowing for 

interaction and ongoing influence from their environment and other systems. 

• Contrast with Autopoiesis: 

It's the opposite of autopoiesis, which refers to self-creation and self-maintenance by a single 

entity. 

• Applications: 

The concept is used in fields like ecology, to describe ecosystems where diverse species are 

interdependent, and in social contexts to explain how diverse human communities grow and 

learn together. 

In simpler terms

Think of a forest: no single tree makes the forest, but all the trees, plants, and animals interact 
and contribute to create the forest ecosystem. That's a sympoietic system, where the whole is 
more than the sum of its parts and is produced through ongoing interaction and 
interdependence. 
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